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Virus 


The final program of a symposium on the Public 
Health Significance of the Virus and Rickettsial Dis- 
eases to be given at the Harvard School of Public 
Health, June 12-17, 1939, has been issued. Health 
officers and other public health workers who may have 
an opportunity to attend this symposium will most 
assuredly profit through such attendance. 

Among the subjects that will be discussed are the 
following : Insects as vectors of virus diseases, the epi- 
demiology and control of variola, methods of prepara- 
tion and use of smallpox vaccine virus, neurologic 
complications of vaccination, the prevention and modi- 
fication of measles, administrative problems in the 
control of measles, general considerations of virus dis- 
eases of the respiratory tract, distemper in animals, 
the human and swine influenzas, psittacosis, lympho- 
eranuloma inguinale, the epidemiology of poliomye- 
litis, the clinical features and treatment of poliomye- 
litis, the classification of encephalitis with a considera- 
tion of certain epidemic types, the epidemiology and 
prophylaxis of rabies, equine encephalomyelitis in 
man, the epidemiology of yellow fever, the diagnosis 
and classification of the Rickettsial diseases, encepha- 
litis and many other subjects. 

Among the authorities who will take part in the 
symposium are the folowing: Dr. Cecil K. Drinker, 
Lieut. Col. James S. Simmons, Medical Corps, U. 8. 


Army; Dr. Hans Zinsser, Dr. Frederick F. Russell, 
Dr. John A. Mote, Dr. Nels A. Nelson, Dr. W. Lloyd 


Aycock, Dr. George C. Shattuck and Dr. Henry Pink- 


erton. 


SUPERVISORS ASK FOR JOINT HEALTH UNIT 


The supervisors of Yuba and Sutter counties have 
adopted resolutions requesting the cooperation of the 
California State Department of Public Health in the 
establishment of a joint full-time public health unit 
to cover both Sutter and Yuba counties, including the 
city of Marysville. 

Officials concerned have discussed the plan and have 
indorsed it fully. Dr. George H. Uhl of the Bureau 
of County Health Work of the California State De- 
partment of Public Health has been active in develop- 
ing the proposed organization. 


INFECTIOUS ENCEPHALITIS REPORTABLE 


The California State Board of Public Health at its 
regular meeting held May 6, 1939, changed the desig- 
nation of ‘‘epidemic encephalitis’’ as a reportable dis- 
ease to ‘‘infectious encephalitis.’’ This designation 
would include the various types known to occur in 
California. 
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electric current from a blasting machine. 


KEEP BLASTING CAPS FROM CHILDREN 


In the United States many children are injured each 
year by playing with blasting caps which they have 
picked up in the vicinity of mines, quarries, along 
highways or in fields where agricultural blasting had 
been done. These accidents caused blindness, man- 
eled hands, faces, arms and legs and many proved 


fatal. 


Blasting caps are detonators used for firing high 
explosives when a fuse is used. They are small copper 


eylinders about one-quarter inch in diameter and one 


or two inches in length, closed at one end and loaded 
with a charge of a sensitive and powerful explosive 
exploded by sparks from a lighted fuse. It is highly 
dangerous to leave such caps lying around following 
blasting operations. They may be exploded acci- 
dentally or intentionally. Sometimes they explode if 
they receive a hard blow when struck with a hammer 
or rock. Children often throw them in bonfires or 
hold lighted matches under them. Sometimes they 
are stamped on with the feet or shot against a wall 
with a sling shot. There is almost a certainty of being 
seriously injured by playing with blasting caps. 


While these devices are absolutely necessary in the 


use of high explosives in mining, construction, quar- 


rying operations, highway construction and agricul-. 


tural work, they must be used by careful, skilled oper- 
ators. Children and individuals who are inexperi- 
enced in the use of explosives should never handle 
blasting caps. If one should be found it should remain 


until an officer or a responsible adult can be located. 


Electric blasting caps are similar to others except 
that they have wires attached and are detonated by an 
When the 
cap explodes small particles of copper fly in all diree- 
tions. Any children in the immediate vicinity may 
be seriously injured. 


Health officers, public health nurses, school teachers, 
and individuals are requested to warn children not to 
play with blasting caps and whenever a cap may be 
found to notify an officer or a responsible adult who 
may take necessary precautions in handling and dis- 
posing of this dangerous device. 


MOTTLED-ENAMEL TEETH 


While checking school children in a district of Inyo 
County, a number of severe cases of mottled-enamel 
teeth were found. Most of them were in children | 
who had lived in the community during the past five 
vears in a locality where the water is known to have 
a high fluoride content. 


DRAINAGE INTO WELLS DISAPPROVED 


The California State Board of Public Health, at its 
regular meeting, held May 6, 1939, unanimously 
adopted the following resolution pertaining to road 
and land drainage into wells: 


WHEREAS, The use of drain wells into water strata 
for getting rid of road drainage or land drainage 
may also be the means of carrying dangerous cess- 

pool overflow or at least dirty water, into water 
strata which are suitable and valuable for domestic 
water supply, and thereby pollute it; and 


WHEREAS, It is is found that there are various 
other ways in which land and road drainage can 
be eliminated without the use of such drain wells; 
therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the State Board of Public Health 
disapprove of the practice of disposing of road or 
land drainage into wells reaching to water strata 
used or suitable for domestic well water, and the 
board hereby requests the various public officials 
concerned to lend their support to the fulfillment 
of this resolution. 


RED CROSS TEACHER TRAINING COURSE 


A teacher training course is to be offered to nurses 
at the University of California at Los Angeles this 
summer, June 26-August 4. 

This course deals with the principals of teaching 
and gives an opportunity for practice teaching under 
supervision. It is based on the Red Cross text, 
Home Hygiene and Care of the Sick, and classes of 


adults are organized in the community for practice 


purposes. 

The course will be directed by Miss Birdie Adair 
of Los Angeles who has had many years of experience 
as home hygiene and eare of sick instructor in the Los 
Angeles schools. For four years Miss Adair was 
assistant to Dr. Elinor Lee Beebe who previously 
directed this course at U. C. L. A. Last summer 
Miss Adair directed the course at Fort Collins, 
Colorado. 

In addition to the University of California at Sis 


Angeles the course will also be the Colo- 
rado State College, Fort Collins; Colorado, and the 


George Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Those interested in applying for admission to the 
course should write to Miss Gladyece L. Badger, 
Director of Nursing, American Red Cross, Pacific 
Branch Office, San Francisco, California. 


Half the spiritual difficulties that men and women 
suffer arise from a morbid state of health—H. W. 
Beecher. 


| 
ij 
| 
\e if 
i4 
be 
ra 
iol 
4 
hie, 
ve 
| 
> 
4% 
t 
Bee. 
) 
7 
a. 
3 
4 
a 
a } 
; 
4 
. 
Q 
wt 
} 
a 
$ 
3 


Weekly Bulletin, Calforma Department of Public Health, May 20, 1939 67 


DISEASES REPORTABLE IN CALIFORNIA 


REPORTABLE ONLY 


Anthrax Malaria® 
Beriberi Pellagra 
Botulism Pneumonia (Lobar) 
Chancroid Relapsing Fever | 
Coceidioidal Granuloma Rocky Mountain Spotted 
Dengue* Fever 
Fluke Infection Septic Sore Throat 
Food Poisoning Tetanus — 
Glanderst Trichinosis 
Hookworm Tularemia 
Jaundice (Infectious) Undulant Fever 
-Lymphogranuloma 
Inguinale 
ISOLATION OF PATIENT | 
Chickenpox Ophthalmia N eonatorum 


Psittacosis 
Rabies (Animal) 
Rabies (Human) 


Dysentery (Amoebic) 
Dysentery (Bacillary) 
Erysipelas 


German Measles Syphilis 
Gonococeus Infection Trachoma 
Influenza Tuberculosis 
Measles Whooping Cough 
Mumps | 
QUARANTINABLE 
Choleraf Searlet Fever 
Diphtheria Smallpox 
Encephalitis (Infectious) Typhoid and Para- 
Leprosy typhoid Fever 
Meningitis (Epidemic) Typhus Fever 
Plaguet Yellow Fevert 
Acute Anterior Poliomye- | 
litis 


* Patients should be kept in mosquito-free room. 
+ Cases to be reported to State Department of Public Health 
by telephone or telegraph and special instructions will be issued 


HOLTVILLE JOINS IMPERIAL COUNTY UNIT 


Beginning May Ist the public health administration 
of the city of Holtville was taken over by the Impe- 
rial County Health Department, of which Dr. War- 
-ren F. Fox is health officer. 


Man’s intellectual and spiritual destiny is in no 
small degree determined by what and how he reads. 
As reading is a mark of civilized peoples, so it is of 
individuals who grow and progress. Its importance, 
which arose with the art of writing, mounted rapidly 
after the invention of printing, and reached its present 
climax through the wide diffusion of books.—Leon J. 
Richardson. 


Senility is not an important cause of death in Cali- 
fornia. There were but 149 deaths due to this cause 
in 1937, and 161 deaths in 1936. 


MUSSELS PLACED UNDER QUARANTINE 


The State Director of Public Health, Dr. W. M. 
Dickie, has issued a quarantine order to prohibit the 
taking, sale or offering for sale of mussels gathered 
along the ocean shore from the southern boundary of 
Los Angeles County to the California-Oregon bound- 
ary line, excepting the bay of San Francisco. This 
order is issued for the reason that at this season of 
the year cases of mussel poisoning may occur through 
eating these shellfish. The quarantine is effective 
for the period June 1, 1939, to September 30, 1939. 
The order reads as follows: 


‘“A quarantine of all mussels from the ocean 


shore of California extending from the southern 

boundary of Los Angeles County north to the Cali- 

fornia-Oregon boundary with the exception of the 
Bay of San Francisco, is hereby established. 


‘All health officers and food inspectors are 
hereby instructed to enforce the provisions of this 
quarantine and to prohibit the taking, sale, or offer- 
ing for sale, of mussels gathered in the district 
specified. This quarantine order shall be effective 
for the period June 1, 1939, to September 30, 1939. 


‘‘Said action is taken for the preservation of the 


public health. ’ 


HEALTH EDUCATION AT N. E. A. CONVENTION 


The meetings of the American Association for 
Health, Physical Education and Recreation, a depart- 
ment of the National Education Association, will be 
held in San Francisco July 3 to 6. The Health Edu- 


eation Division will meet Monday, July 3, the pro- 


oram to be arranged by Dr. Edna Bailey of the Uni- 


versity of California. A luncheon meeting will be — 
held at the Palace Hotel July 4. The Physical Educa- 


tion Division will meet Wednesday, July 5, and the 
Recreation Division on Thursday, July 6. The pro- 
orams on Monday and Tuesday, July 3 and 4, will be 


of particular interest to public health workers who 


are engaged in school health instruction and service. 


MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 
May 13, 1939 


Chickenpox 


671 cases: Alameda County 6, Alameda 11, Berkeley 2, Gakiand 
32, Piedmont 2, San Leandro 3. Butte County 1, Biggs 8, Chico 
20, Colusa County 1, Contra Costa County 5, Antioch 3, Pitts- 
burg 1, El Dorado County 2, Fresno County 27, Fresno 3, Inyo 
County 7, Bishop 1, Kern County 3, Los Angeles County 44, 
Alhambra 13, Burbank 3, Compton 2, El Monte 1, Glendale 11, 
Huntington Park 2, Long Beach 4, Los Angeles 65, Monrovia 2, 
Pasadena 10, Pomona 2, San Fernando 1, San Gabriel 16, San 
Marino 9, Santa Monica 1, Sierra Madre 3, Whittier 1, Lynwood 
1, South Gate 2, Monterey Park 3, Maywood 1, Bell 3, Madera 
County 1, Ross 1, Sausalito 1, Mendocino County 2, Fort Bragg 
5, Monterey County 2, Napa 1, Orange County 4, Anaheim 4, 
Fullerton 1, La Habra 2, Corona 8, Sacramento County 12, Sac- 
ramento 25, Ontario 3, Redlands 1, San Diego County 32, Chula 
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Vista 8, La Mesa 2, National City 6, San Diego 31, San Fran- 
cisco 58, San Joaquin County 6, Lodi 1, Stockton 7, San Luis 


Obispo County 4, Paso Robles 1, Burlingame 2, Daly City l, 


San Mateo 3, South: San Francisco 2, Santa Barbara 1, Santa 
Clara County 1, San Jose 24, Santa Clara 1, Solano County 8, 
Sonoma County 1, Red Bluff 1, Trinity County 2, Tulare County 
18, Dinuba 28, Lindsay 1, Ventura County 1, Santa Paula l, 
Ventura 1, Yolo County 4, Winters 1, Woodland 1, California 1.* 


Diphtheria 


18 cases: Los Angeles 8, Riverside County 1, Sacramento 1, San 
Diego 2, Santa Clara County 1, San Jose 2, Sonoma County 2, 
Tehama County l. | 


German Measles 


33 cases: Alameda County 1, Albany 2, Oakland 3, Los Angeles 
County 4, Claremont 2, Long Beach-3, Los Angeles 5, Pomona l, 
Whittier 1, Anaheim 1, San Diego County 1, San Diego 2, San 
Francisco 3, Petaluma 2, Stanislaus County 1, Tulare County l. 


| influenza 


55 cases: Berkeley 2, Fresno County 13, Los Angeles County 
12, Alhambra 1, Claremont 1, Los Angeles 11, San Fernando 1, 
Santa Ana 1, Sacramento 1, San Diego County 1, La Mesa 5, 


San Diego 1, San Francisco-2, San Joaquin County 1, South San 
Francisco 2. | | 


Malaria | 
3 cases: El Dorado County 1, California 2.* 


Measles 


2572 cases: Alameda County 72, Alameda 17, Albany 10, Ber- 
keley 13, Hayward 2, Oakland 66, Piedmont 17, San Leandro 3, 
Butte County 5, Calaveras County 1, Contra Costa County 12, 
Hercules 1, Martinez 4, Pittsburg 2, Richmond 34, Walnut Creek 
6, El Dorado County 20, Fresno County 16, Fresno 27, Brawley 
2, Inyo County 9, Bishop 1, Kern County 4, Lake County 11, 
Lakeport 74, Los Angeles County 307, Alhambra 16, Arcadia 5, 
Burbank 27, Claremont 23, Compton 20, Culver City 11, El Monte 
7, Glendale 37, Huntington Park 7, Inglewood 5, La Verne 2, 
Long Beach 71, Los Angeles 429, Manhattan 2, Monrovia 3, 
Montebello 2, Pasadena 37, Pomona 5, Redondo 4, San Fernando 
1, San Gabriel 5, San Marino 2, Santa Monica 14, Sierra Madre 
1, South Pasadena 1, Whittier 1, Torrance 1, Lynwood 4, Haw- 
thorne 11, South Gate 16, Monterey Park 9, Signal Hill 1, May- 
wood 8, Bell 5, Gardena 7, Marin County 1, Mill Valley 5, Ross 
3, San Rafael 6, Sausalito 2, Mariposa County 8, Mendocino 
County 15, Fort Bragg 2, Merced County 6, Gustine 49, Mono 
County 22, Monterey County 51, King City 4, Monterey 16, 
Salinas 12, Napa County 2, Orange County 68, Anaheim 9, Brea 


2. Fullerton 11, Huntington Beach 1, Santa Ana 9, Seal. Reach 


8, Laguna Beach 6, Plumas County 2, Riverside County 13, 
Beaumont 6, Corona 24, Riverside 11, Indio 6, Palm Springs 1, 


Sacramento County 69, Sacramento 54, Ontario 3, Redlands 2, . 


San Bernardino 3, San Diego County 10, Chula Vista 9, La Mesa 
1, San Diego 47, San Francisco 32, San Joaquin County 30, Lodi 
3, Stockton 40, San Luis Obispo County 30, Paso Robles 10, San 
Luis Obispo 1, San Mateo County 3, Burlingame 6, Daly City 
9, Redwood City 4, San Mateo 21, Menlo Park 5, Santa Barbara 
County 2, Santa Barbara 6, Santa Maria 1, Santa Clara County 
11, Gilroy 2, Mountain View 3, Palo Alto 11, San Jose 5, Sunny- 
vale 4, Shasta County 1, Yreka 1, Solano County 16, Vacaville 
5, Vallejo 3, Sonoma County 11, Healdsburg 2, Petaluma 5, 


Stanislaus County 13, Modesto 6, Turlock 1, Oakdale 8, Sutter 


County 1, Yuba City 1, Tulare County 43, Dinuba 22, Lindsay 22, 


Porterville 5, Tuolumne County 2, Sonora 1, Ventura County 2, 


Oxnard 1, Santa Paula 1, Ventura 5, Yolo County 2, Davis 25, 
Woodland 12, California 1.* 


Mumps 


880 cases: Alameda County 13, Alameda 2, Albany 6, Berkeley 
41, Hayward 1, Livermore 1, Oakland 70, Piedmont 12, San Lean- 
dro 5, Contra Costa County 138, Antioch 20, El Cerrito 1, Mar- 
tinez 6, Pittsburg 2, Richmond 82, Placerville 1, Fresno County 
3, I'resno 9, Imperial County 5, Kern County 40, Bakersfield 9, 
Delano 1, Los Angeles County 32, Alhambra 2, Burbank 2, Clare- 
mont 1, Glendale 10, Inglewood 1, Long Beach 3, Los Angeles 
52, Pasadena 14, Pomona 1, Redondo 2, Santa Monica 8, South 
Gate 3, Madera County 3, Marin County 2, Ross 13, San Rafael 
26, Mendocino County 6, Gustine 2, Monterey County 2, Mon- 
terey 9, Soledad 2, Brea 1, Fullerton 1, Santa Ana 1, Placer 
County 3, Beaumont 6, Corona 3, Riverside 3, Sacramento 
County 69, Sacramento 35, San Diego County 13, Oceanside 1, 
San Diego 15, San Francisco 66, San Joaquin County 40, Stock- 
ton 24, San Luis Obispo County 1, San Luis Obispo 4, Daly City 
4, San Mateo 2, Santa Barbara County 1, Lompoc 1, Santa Bar- 
bara 1, San Jose 6, Redding 1, Solano County 12, Vacaville 8, 
Vallejo 2, Sonoma County 1, Stanislaus County 13, Modesto 5, 
Sutter County 1, Tehama County 5, Red Bluff 1, Trinity County 
7, Tulare County 5, Dinuba 1, Exeter 4, Visalia 1, Tuolumne 
County 13, Oxnard 2, Yolo County 6, Woodland 7. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


32 cases: Oakland 2, Los Angeles 6, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 
5, Pasadena 1, San Fernando 1, Mendocino County 1, Napa 1, 
Santa Ana 1, Blythe 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento 2, San Diego 1, 
San Francisco 4, Stanislaus County 1, Santa Paula 1, Yolo 


County 1. 


> 
i 


Scarlet Fever 


156 cases: Alameda County 1, Oakland 3, San Leandro 1, Butte 
County 1, Chico 1, Contra Costa County 2, Fresno County .5, 
Kern County 5, Bakersfield 1, Delano 2,-Lakeport ¢, Los Angeles 
County 16, Alhambra 2,, Gléndalé!1,' Long Beach 5; Los Angeles 
28, Pasadena 3, Redondo 1, San Gabriel 1, Vernon 1, Lynwood 
2, West Covina 1, South Gate 1, Merced County 1, Monterey 
County 4, Orange County 7, Santa Ana 3, Placer County l, 
Riverside County 1, Corona 1, Sacramento County 1, Sacramento 
3, San Diego County 1;*San Diego 6, San Francisco 12, Lodi 2, 
Stockton 2, San Luis Obispo County 1, Arroyo Grande 1, Red- 
wood City 1, San Mateo 1, Santa Barbara County 1, Santa Clara 
County 3, San Jose 2, Shasta County 1, Solano County 1, Vaca- 
ville 1, Sonoma County 2, Yuba City 1, Red Bluff 1, Tulare 
County 3, Porterville 2, Winters 1. | 


Smallpox | 

6 cases: Butte County 1, Delano 1, Riverside County 2, River- 
side 1, California 1.* | 
Typhoid Fever 


8 cases: Fresno County 1, Pasadena 1, Torrance 1, Sacramento 
1, San Diego County 1, San Diego 1, San Joaquin County 2. 


“Whooping Cough 


210 cases: Berkeley 3, Butte County 9, Imperial County 3, 
Brawley 3, Kern County 12, Bakersfield 7, Los Angeles County 
18, Alhambra 1, Burbank 5, Culver City 2, Glendale 9, Hunting- 
ton Park 2, Long Beach 15, Los Angeles 33, Pasadena 4, Redondo 
1, San Fernando 3, South Gate 5, Maywood 2, Gardena 2, Orange 
County 2, Fullerton 2, Santa Ana 14, Riverside County 3, Elsi- 
nore 1, Indio 1, Sacramento County 8, San Bernardino 1, San 
Diego County 3, San Diego 9, San Francisco 2, San Joaquin 
County 8, Daly City 3, Santa Barbara County 1, Santa Barbara 
3, Sutter County 2, Ventura County 3, Ventura 1, Yolo County 4. 


Meningitis (Epidemic) | 
2 cases: Contra Costa County 1, Nevada County 1. 


4 cases: Fresno County 2, Riverside County 1, San Diego 1. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 
7 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 5, San Francisco 1. 


Pellagra 
2 eases: San Francisco 1, Sonoma County 1. 
Poliomyelitis 

2 cases: Orange County 1, San Bernardino 1. 


Tetanus 


2 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Napa County 1. 
Trachoma 

One case: Merced County. 
Trichinosis 

One case: Stockton. 
Jaundice (Epidemic) 

5 cases: Placer County 3, Santa Clara County 2. 
Food Poisoning 

49 cases: Monterey County 48, San Francisco 1. 


Undulant Fever | 
3 cases:.Claremont 1, San Diego County 1, Lodi 1. 


Septic Sore Throat 
One case: San Diego. 


Rabies (Animal) | 


10 cases: Calaveras County 1, Fresno County 2, Los Angeles 
County 2, Los Angeles 3, Inglewood 1, Madera County 1. 


*Cases charged to “California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those-who’ contracted their illness traveling 
about the state throughout the incubation period of the disease. 


These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. , 
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